HoLY ASCENSION PARISH
OCTOBER 2009 NEWSLETTER

N Koo W

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

THE HOLY ASCENSION ORTHODOX CHURCH
is the Washington, DC, parish of the Russian Orthodox Church
Abroad (ROCA), under the omophor (or the conciliar leadership) of
Metropolitan Agafangel (Pashkovsky), Bishop of Odessa & Taurida.
The Holy Ascension Parish was organized on Ascension Day, 17
May 2007.

BisHOPS & LOCAL CLERGY
X Metropolitan Agafangel, First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox
Church Abroad, Metropolitan of Eastern America and New York,
and Bishop of Odessa & Taurida ¥ Andronik, Archbishop of Ottawa
& North America ¥ Bishop Joseph (Hrebinka) of Washington
Michael Foster, deacon ¥ Seraphim Englehardt, subdeacon ¥ John
Hinton, subdeacon * Daniel Olson, reader &

500 West Annandale Road, Falls Church VA 22307
@703.539.9445 E www.holyascension.info
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PART 1. OUR PARISH

The Holy Ascension parish welcomes all Orthodox people to its
sacraments and welcomes all people with an interest in Christianity
and the abiding Tradition of the Holy Orthodox Church. The
immediate Holy Ascension parish background is Russian émigré
with many English-speaking converts. ~Members, visitors, and
people in touch online come from all ethnicities. The Church is One.
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PART 2. A NEW PLACE OF WORSHIP

All of the legal steps have been concluded and we have purchased
the space on University Drive in Fairfax City. Renovation work will
now begin, and we hope to move in by November 1, 2009. With the
move, a new chapter will begin for our parish.

Glory to God!

PART 3. CHURCH SCHOOL

Sunday school classes resumed in September. Natalie Renier is
teaching the pre-school students (Elena and Sasha).

The elementary school group has five students (Phillip and Kira,
Pasha, John, and Sophia). This semester they will learn about the 13
Great Church Feast Days (including Pascha). They began the school
year with the church new year, the first feast in the new year being
the Nativity of the Theotokos. At each lesson the children learn the
story of the feast, examine the festal icon and discuss the
iconographic representation of the feast. The children will also
familiarize themselves with the fixed church tones and melodies
used in so many beautiful hymns.
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The third group of students is in junior high or high school, taught
by Subdeacon John Hinton.

PART 4. OCTOBER LITURGIES BY CIVIL DATE

All Sunday Liturgies begin at 10:00 AM. A luncheon buffet always
follows. Volunteers may offer to help with luncheon fare by cooking
food at home and by preparation and service at the church. A
volunteer may also bring monastic food for Bishop Joseph on
Sundays that are not Lenten fasts.

Currently a regular schedule also designates a family that is
responsible for cleaning the church after the services. The duty is for
one month at a time. If you wish to volunteer, please see the
warden/ starosta, Mr Gontscharow.

Bishop Joseph also serves an akathist every Wednesday at 7 PM at
the church, praying for God’'s help
church. Parish members also read akathists at home, praying to find
a new parish home.
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PART 5. SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Saturday, October 3
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 4
9:40 a.m.

Saturday, October 10
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 11
9:40 a.m.

Tuesday, October 13
6:00p.m.

Wednesday October 14
7:40 a.m.

Saturday, October 17
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 18
9:40 a.m.

Saturday, October 24
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 25
9:40 a.m.

Saturday, October 31
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 1
9:40 a.m.

Vigil

SeventeenttSunday after Pentecost
Hours and Divine Liturgy
Apodosis of the Exaltation of tioly Cross

Vigil

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Hours and Divine Liturgy

Saint Chariton, Confessor and Abbot of
Palestine

Vigil

PROTECTION OF THE HOLY
THEOTOKOS
Hours and Divine Liturgy

Vigil

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Hours and Divine Liturgy

Hierarchs of Moscow: Alexis, JonaRhilip,
Hermogenes and Tikhon

Vigil

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Hours and Divine Liturgy

Holy Fathers of the Seventh Council
Vigil

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Hours and Divine Liturgy
Saint John of Kronstadt

PART 6. FALLS CHURCH FESTIVAL LJPARISH BOOK & YARD SALE
The book & yard sale was very successful. We had many people
attending on September 12, and the proceeds went to the parish

Building Fund. * Th ank
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PART 7. NEW PRINTING OF THE CATECHISM OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Holy Ascension Brotherhood with the
blessing of Bishop Joseph has commissioned
the republishing of the 1823 Catechism book
by Saint Philaret, Metropolitan of Moscow.
The proceeds from the sales, $10 a copy, will
be put toward the building fund and our
other church activities. Copies are available

at the church Kiosk.

CATECHISM

OF THE
ORTHODOX CHURCH

PART 8. PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

The Protection of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin
Mary, known in Church Slavonic as Pokrov (} 5§ tg,Bprdtection"),
and in Greek as Skepé (E o ¥), il a feast of the Mother of God
celebrated in Eastern Orthodox Churches. The feast celebrates the
protection afforded the faithful through the intercessions of the
Theotokos (Virgin Mary). It is one of the most important feasts of the
Russian Orthodox liturgical year. In Russia it is celebrated as the
most important solemnity after the Twelve Great Feasts. The feast is

Icon of the Protection of theTheotokos,
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commemorated in Eastern Ortho-
doxy as a whole, but by no means as
fervently as it is in Russia and
Ukraine.

The Russian word Pokrov, like the
Greek Skepé, has a complex
meaning. First of all, it refers to a
cloak or shroud, but it also means
protection or intercession. For this
reason, the name of the feast is
variously translated as the Veil of
Our Lady, the Protecting Veil of the
Theotokos, the Protection of the
Theotokos, or the Intercession of the
Theotokos.
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According to Eastern Orthodox Sacred Tradition, the apparition of
Mary the Theotokos occurred during the 10t century at the
Blachernae church in Constan-tinople where several of her relics--her
robe, veil, and part of her belt--
were kept. On Sunday,
October 1  ain thd
morning, St. Andrew the
Blessed Fool-for-Christ, who
was a Slav by birth, saw the
dome of the church open and
the Virgin Mary enter, moving
in the air above him, glowing
and surrounded by angels and
saints. She knelt and prayed
with tears for all faithful
Christians in the world. The
Virgin Mary asked her Son,
Jesus Christ, to accept the
prayers of all the people
entreating him and looking for
her protection. Once her prayer was completed, she walked to the
altar and continued to pray. Afterwards, she spread her veil over all
the people in the church as a Protection.

St Andrew turned to his disciple, St. Epiphanius, who was
standing near him, and asked, "Do you see, brother, the Holy
Theotokos, praying for all the world?" Epiphanius answered, "Yes,
Holy Father, I see it and am amazed!"

An icon of the Virgin Mary praying, surrounded by people, was
said to be kept in the Blachernae church. It is said to reproduce the
events as St Andrew saw them that day.

The feast day commemorating the miracle is held annually on
October 1 (October 14 on the Julian calendar). It is served as an All-
Night Vigil, with many of the same elements as occur on Great
Feasts of the Theotokos. However, Pokrov has no Afterfeast.

In the 14t century, a Russian pilgrim and cleric by the name of
Alexander saw in the church an icon of the Theotokos praying for
the world, and of St Andrew standing in contemplation of her.
According to the Primary Chronicle of St. Nestor the Chronicler, the
inhabitants of Constantinople called upon the intercession of the
Mother of God to protect them from an attack by a large pagan

Russianlcon of the Protection of the
Thentnkna
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Russian pagan fleet. According to Nestor, the feast celebrates the
destruction of this fleet sometime in the ninth century.

The icon of the feast, which is not found in Byzantine art, depicts in
its upper part the Virgin Mary surrounded by a luminous aureole.
Her outstretched arms hold an orarion or veil, to symbolize the
protection of her intercession. To either side of her stand saints and
angels, recognizable to the experienced churchgoer: the Apostles,
John the Baptist, St. Nicholas of Myra, etc. Below, St. Andrew the
Fool for Christ is depicted, pointing up at the Virgin Mary and
turning to his disciple St Epiphanius.

October 1 is also the feast of St. Romanus the Melodist, so he too is
often depicted on the same icon, even though he and St. Andrew
lived at different times. He is often shown directly below the Virgin
Mary, standing on a bema, or on a kathedra, chanting from a scroll,
The scroll represents the various kontakia that have been attributed to
him. The feast day of St. Andrew, the Fool-for-Christ, falls on the
following day, October 2 (in accord with the Orthodox liturgical
tradition of the Synaxis).

The Pokrov icon may well be related to the Western Virgin of
Mercy image, in which the Virgin spreads her cloak to cover and
protect a group of kneeling supplicants (Italian ca. 1280).

The first churches dedicated to feast of Pokrov appeared in Russia
in the 12th century. Two of these churches are known all around the
world: the Moscow Cathedral of Intercession Upon the Moat
(Russian: m te Old3s € tc Kip@9,"zpopularly known as Saint Basil's
Cathedral, and the Church of Intercession upon the Nerl River
(Russian: A j 6 ¢ B € tc tz® @ ts, dPsprkov Pokrova na Nerli) in
Bogolyubovo near Vladimir.
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Our bishops in Russia --
Most Reverend Bishops Agafangel, Sofroniy, John, Afanasiy, and Georgiy

Please report difficulties with newsletter distribution and, by all means, report newsletter
corrections to the newsletter preparer, Patrick Brown ~

hpcjfbrown@cox.net.
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